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FCC News 

Key Highlights 

Social Inclusion 

Greece’s Ministry of Labour awards FCC its largest project yet. 

Mental Health 
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FCC Group Houses has been singled out as model of excellence nationwide. 
Summary of Progress

Gender Equality
A unique trans-national European project on gender equality enters final phase of implementation. 

Employability

Manual to assist immigrants in the Greek labour market completed. 

Upcoming Events
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Opening conference for the new national project “Provision of support services for socially vulnerable groups throughout Greece”

General News

European Institutions 
The European Commission to allocate 10 million Euros for development activities in new EU member states
Did you know that…

NGOs are chosen by the EC as the key entities to promote awareness raising actions across EU-25?
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Key Highlights

Social Inclusion 

The largest project ever assigned to FCC begins this month. Support services will be provided to socially vulnerable persons throughout Greece. The project aims at developing employability skills in order to facilitate entry into the labour market, and also supports the inclusion into society at large. Divided into eight sub-projects, services will be provided in select municipalities across all regions of the country, in close cooperation with the Greek employment office, OAED. The estimated number of beneficiaries is 5,500, and covers a broad spectrum of people in need of assistance; long-term unemployed, single mothers, immigrants and refugees, those in professions with high unemployment, the disabled, psychologically unstable persons and persons from cultural minorities, such as Roma. 
Mental Health
The Greek Minister of Health and Social Solidarity, Mr Avramopoulos, recently paid a visit to FCC’s Group House in northern Attica, accommodating persons with serious mental disorders. The Minister paid tribute to FCC’s efforts in the de-institutionalization of mentally ill people, and noted that the organization acts as a pioneer in this field in Greece, “creating an oasis of civilization and humanity”. Quoted in three of the large national daily newspapers, the Minister declared that the Group House “sends a message to the population to open their minds, heart and soul to welcome these fellow human beings, who, because of certain circumstances, have been deprived of an equal right to life”. 

Summary of Progress

Gender Equality
An inspiring European project financed by the European Commission and implemented in Greece, Italy, Spain and Portugal under the leadership of Italian FAI, focusing on the ideas of young people on gender equality is coming to a close. Titled The Youngsters Reply: Comparison of Different Parental Models, it places the children in the spotlight, elaborating different ways of achieving a better conciliation between family and professional life. The long-term goal of this novel project idea is to support social and cultural changes, seeking to develop responsible paternal models in younger generations. Representing Greece in a comparative study among selected EU countries, the FCC carried out innovative research on Greek youth and their perceptions of male and female roles in society. A total number of 810 youngsters between 11 and 14 years of age from all over the country wrote compositions in which they elaborated on their thoughts on the issue. While the findings illuminate the persistence of traditional views on gender roles, they also reveal the emergence of more modern thought patterns. The comparative European study is in the process of being finalised, but the Greek national report is completed and will be posted on the FCC website shortly. 

Employability

Within the framework of the EQUAL programme “New Horizons”, FCC has produced an comprehensible handbook to assist immigrants finding work. Available in Albanian and Russian, two main languages among immigrants in Greece, the manual will be distributed widely, starting in the end of November. It contains common questions and answers about Greek labour law, and in addition to specific articles relating to immigrant workers, an overall overview of employment legislation is provided. The manual also contains full contact details of organisations that assist immigrants. 
Upcoming Events

A conference marking the official opening of the new support services project will be held in Athens in early January 2007. The program will be presented to an audience of organisations active in related fields, Ministry of Labour staff, media representatives and beneficiaries. Similar events on a smaller scale will be arranged later in the year in other locations around the country. 
___________________________________________________General News

___________________________________________________

European Institutions

New Call for Proposals forthcoming: Development and Awareness Raising Actions in Europe will benefit from an input of 30 million Euros within the EC Call for Proposals 2006. Of this amount, to be assigned to NGOs and non-profit organisations by the European Commission, a third will be given as a priority to actions that take place in New Member States, as well as Romania and Bulgaria, from the date they become EU members. This next Call for Proposals is expected to be published during the month of November. Worth mentioning is that there will be a notable change in application procedures. The Call will be in two phases: the initial concept note will be followed by a full project proposal for the selected concept notes. 

For more information, go to: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/europeaid/projects/index_en.htm
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Contact Information


Tel:


+30 210 623 45 50-2


Fax:


+30 210 623 45 53


E-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kmop@kmop.gr" ��kmop@kmop.gr�


Website: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kmop.gr" ��www.kmop.gr� 


Postal Address:


Sourpi 4 �145 62 Kifissia �Greece
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Subscribe/


Unsubscribe


FCC newsletter, published tri-monthly, contains news on a variety of issues and regions where we are active, including relevant international developments.


CTRL + Click  to � HYPERLINK "http://www.kmop.gr/en/newsletter/asap_project_add_form.asp" ��subscribe� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:kmop@kmop.gr?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20newsletter" ��unsubscribe�. 
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